IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Ingram et al. 

U.S. Patent No: 7,076,743 
Issued: July 11, 2006 
Application No: 09/847,999 
Filed: May 4, 2001 

For: METHOD FOR ADDING A PLURALITY 
OF USER SELECTABLE FUNCTIONS TO 
A HYPERLINK 



REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.322 

Attention: Certificate of Correction Branch 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Upon reviewing the above-identified patent, Patentee noted the following mistake by the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office which should be corrected. 
On the Cover Page: 

Under the sub-heading "Related U.S. Application Data" please replace: 

"(63) Continuation-in-part of application No. 09/594,784, filed on Jun. 16, 2000, now 

abandoned" with — (63) Continuation-in-part of application No. 09/594,786, filed on Jun. 16, 2000, 

now Patent No. 6,925,496 -. 



Confirmation No: 7592 

Atty. Docket No: 43799-204796 

Customer No: 

26694 



Patent No.: 7,076,743 



Docket No.: 43799-204796 



Transmitted herewith are (1) an amendment mailed September 19, 2003, amending the 
specification to identify U.S. Patent Application No. 09/847,999 as a CIP of 09/594,786; (2) a 
Supplemental Declaration for U.S. Patent Application No. 09/847,999, received by the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office on February 15, 2006, claiming benefit to U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/594,786; (3) a Bibliographic Datasheet for U.S. Patent Application No. 09/847,999 downloaded 
from PAIR, dated as May 2, 2006 in PAIR, identifying U.S. Patent Application No. 09/847,999 as a 
CIP of 09/594,786; and (4) a current screenshot of the PAIR Continuity Data tab listing U.S. Patent 
Application No. 09/847,999 as a CIP of 09/594,786. 

Also transmitted herewith is a proposed Certificate of Correction effecting correction of the 
mistake. 

Accordingly, as the mistake is clearly disclosed in the records of the Office, Patentee 
respectfully requests the Office to issue a Certificate of Correction to correct the mistake. 

No fee is believed to be required. In the event a fee is required, the Commissioner is 

authorized to charge any fee necessitated by this Request to our Deposit Account No. 22-0261. 

Dated: November 5, 2010 Respectfully submitted, 

B y /Michael A. Sartori, Ph.D./ 
Michael A. Sartori, Ph.D 

Registration No.: 41,289 
VENABLE LLP 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, DC 20043-9998 
(202) 344-4000 
(202) 344-8300 (Fax) 
Attorney/Agent For Applicant 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in 
an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on ^/^-O? 

/£ j^T"-X ^ . 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Gerald W. Ingram et al. 



Serial No.: 
Filed: 



09/847,999 
May, 4, 2001 



Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 



For: Method for Adding a Plurality 
of User Selectable Functions to a 
Hyperlink (as presently amended) 



AMENDMENT 



Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 



2177 
Pham, Khanh B. 

RECEIVED 

SEP 2 3 2003 

Technology Center 2100 



Dear Sir: 

In response to the Official Action dated June 26, 2003, please amend the present 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendment to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 3 of 
this paper. 

Remarks/ Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the title of the invention with the following amended title: 

ENHANCED IIYPERLIN fe[Method for Adding a Plurality of User Selectable Functions to a 

f\ \ Hyperlink 

Please replace paragraph [0001] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0001 ] This application claims the benefit of U. S. Provisional Application Nos. 60/202,029 
filed May 4, 2000; 60 / filed 60/277.279 filed March 2 1 , 200 1 ; and 60/283, 1 42 

filed April 12, 2001 and is a continuation in part of U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 
09/59 4 ,78 4 09/594.786 filed June 1 6, 2000. 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-25 (Cancelled). 

Claim 26 (New): A method of operating a computer, comprising: 
\ providing a visual display; 
\ displaying digital content in a first window on the visual display, the digital content 
including a hyperlink; 

providing a graphical interface on the visual display that is operative to effectuate a 
designation of a hyperlink; 

visually generating a plurality of individually selectable user options on the visual 
display in response to a positioning of a pointer at or near the hyperlink, including at least one 
option for performing the non-linking functionality of automatically copying the hyperlink to 
a temporary, session-based second window in a manner that permits the copied hyperlink to 
be independently activated and processed; and 

selecting thexiisplayed individually selectable user option of copying the hyperlink to 
the temporary, session\based second window and automatically performing such non-linking 
functionality of automaricafty copying the hyperlink to the temporary, session-based second 
window in response to the\sejlection. 

Claim 27 (New): The methodNof claim 26, wherein multiple hyperlinks are copied to the 
temporary, session-based second window and wherein each of the copied hyperlinks can be 
independently activated and processed. 

Claim 28 (New): The method of claim 26, wherein the non-linking functionality further 
comprises copying any associated graphical elements embedded in the hyperlink to the 
second window. \ 

Claim 29 (New): The method of claim 28, wherein the associated graphical element 
comprises a graphical image embedded in the^hyperlink. 

Claim 30 (New): A method of operating a computer, comprising: 
providing a visual display; \ 
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displaying digital content in a first window on the visual display, the digital content 
includinka hyperlink; 

proViding a graphical interface on the visual display that is operative to effectuate a 
designation of a hyperlink; 

visuallyvgenerating a plurality of individually selectable user options on the visual 
display in response to a positioning of a pointer at or near the hyperlink, including at least one 
option for perfc^rnffik the non-linking functionality of automatically creating a hyperlink for 
the displayed digitaflreontent, copying the created hyperlink for the displayed digital content 
to a viewable list in aftmporary, session-based second window, and loading the digital 
content associated with the designated hyperlink in the first window on the visual display; 
and 

selecting the displayed individually selectable user option of automatically creating a 
hyperlink for the displayed digital content, copying the created hyperlink for the displayed 
digital content to a viewable listMn the temporary, session-based second window, and loading 
the digital content associated withvthe designated hyperlink in the first window on the visual 
display and performing such non-linking functionality in response to the selection. 

Ckim 3 1 (New): A method of operating a computer, comprising: 
\ providing a visual display; 

^displaying digital content in a first window on the visual display, the digital content 
including; a hyperlink; 

proViding a graphical interface on the visual display that is operative to effectuate a 
designation of a hyperlink; 

visuallyvgenerating a plurality of individually selectable user options on the visual 
display in response to the designation of the hyperlink, including at least one option for 
performing the nonthinking functionality of automatically copying the hyperlink to a second 
window in a manner that permits the copied hyperlink to be independently activated and 
processed; and \ 

selecting the individually selectable user option of copying the hyperlink to a second 
window and automatically performing such non-linking functionality of automatically 
copying the hyperlink to a second window in response to the selection; 

wherein the non-linking functionality further comprises copying any associated 
graphical elements corresponding to\he hyperlink to the second window, and further wherein 
the associated graphical element comprises a graphical image embedded in the hyperlink. 
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Claim \S 2 (New): The method of claim 31, wherein the designation of a hyperlink comprises 
positioning a pointer at or near the hyperlink. 



Claim 33 (NewQ: The method of claim 31, wherein the second window comprises a 
temporary, session-based window. 
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REMARKS 

The Official Action dated June 26, 2003 has been carefully considered. Accordingly, 
the changes presented herewith, taken with the following remarks, are believed sufficient to 
place the present application in condition for allowance. Reconsideration is respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 1-25 have been cancelled and claims 26-33 have been added. Support for the 
added claims maybe found in original claims 1-25 and at page 8, lines 1-18 and at page 9, 
lines 5-15. Since these changes do not involve any introduction of new matter, entry is 
believed to be in order and is respectfully requested. 

In the Official Action, the Examiner required correction of the parent application 
serial number. The present amendment corrects the parent application serial number to 
09/594,786. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

In the Official Action, the Examiner asserted the title was not descriptive. The 
present amendment amends the title to a more descriptive title. Reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. 

In the Official Action, claims 1 8 and 1 9 were objected to by the Examiner for 
informalities. The objected claims have been cancelled, whereby the Examiner's objection is 
overcome. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

In the Official Action, claims 1-25 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Zellweger et al., "Fluid links for informed and incremental link transitions", 
1998 (hereafter "Zellweger"). The Examiner asserted that Zellweger teaches a method for 
enhancing a hyperlink, the method comprising: displaying a toolbar if a pointer is proximate 
the hyperlink, the toolbar displaying at least one hyperlink enhancement; and in response to a 
users selection of a selected link enhancement, performing the selected link enhancement. 
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However, as will be set forth in detail below, it is submitted that the presently 
amended methods of claims 26-33 are not anticipated by Zellweger. Accordingly, this 
rejection is traversed and reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

As defined by claim 26, the present invention is directed to a method of operating a 
computer. The method comprises providing a visual display; displaying digital content in a 
first window on the visual display, the digital content including a hyperlink; providing a 
graphical interface on the visual display that is operative to effectuate a designation of a 
hyperlink; visually generating a plurality of individually selectable user options on the visual 
display in response to the designation of the hyperlink, including at least one option for 
performing the non-linking functionality of automatically copying the hyperlink to a 
second window in a manner that permits the copied hyperlink to be independently 
activated and processed; and selecting the individually selectable user option of copying the 
hyperlink to a second window and automatically performing such non-linking functionality 
of automatically copying the hyperlink to a second window in response to the selection. 

As defined by claim 30, the present invention is directed to a method of operating a 
computer. The method comprises: providing a visual display; displaying digital content in a 
first window on the visual display, the digital content including a hyperlink; providing a 
graphical interface on the visual display that is operative to effectuate a designation of a 
hyperlink; visually generating a plurality of individually selectable user options on the visual 
display in response to the designation of the hyperlink, including at least one option for 
performing the non-linking functionality of automatically creating a hyperlink for the 
displayed digital content, copying the created hyperlink for the displayed digital content 
to a viewable list in a second window, and loading the digital content associated with the 
designated hyperlink in the first window on the visual display; and selecting the individually 
selectable user option of automatically creating a hyperlink for the displayed digital content, 
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copying the created hyperlink for the displayed digital content to a viewable list in a second 
window, and loading the digital content associated with the designated hyperlink in the first 
window on the visual display and performing such non-linking functionality in response to 
the selection. 

Zellweger discloses a user interface technique for hypertext using fluid links. Upon 
designation of a hyperlink, the program provides a "gloss" of the designated hyperlink, 
wherein the "gloss" is a brief explanation positioned in the margin or between the lines of a 
text. In one embodiment, the "gloss" is a sample of the actual text from the content of the 
hyperlink. Zellweger does not disclose any visual generation of a plurality of options 
presented to the user upon designation of a hyperlink, including at least one option for 
performing the non-linking functionality of automatically copying the hyperlink to a 
second window in a manner that permits the copied hyperlink to be independently 
activated and processed. Zellweger only discloses displaying a "gloss" of the content 
corresponding to the designated hyperlink. Zellweger fails to teach or disclose presenting a 
user option for performing the non-linking functionality of automatically copying the 
hyperlink to a second window in response to the selection. 

Anticipation under 35 U.S.C. §102 requires the disclosure in a single prior art 
reference of each element of the claims under consideration, Alco Standard Corp. v. TV A, 
808 F.2d 1490, 1 U.S.P.Q.2d 1337, 1341 (Fed. Cir. 1986). Applicants find no teaching or 
disclosure by Zellweger of visually generating a plurality of user options in response to the 
designation of the hyperlink, including at least one option for performing the non-linking 
functionality of automatically copying the hyperlink to a second window in a manner that 
permits the copied hyperlink to be independently activated and processed. Similarly, there is 
no teaching or disclosure by Zellweger of automatically performing such non-linking 




functionality of automatically copying the hyperlink to a second window in response to the 
selection. Consequently, Zellweger does not anticipate claims 26-33 under 35 U.S.C. §102. 

It is therefore submitted that the presently claimed methods of operating a computer 
are not anticipated by Zellweger, and that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) has been 
overcome. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

Finally, Applicant's appreciate the Examiner granting a telephonic interview with Mr. 
Geoffrey Oberhaus (Reg. No. 42,955) on September 15, 2003. During the telephonic 
interview, differences between the presently amended claimed invention and Zellweger et al. 
were discussed. Agreement was reached that the Zellweger et al. reference fails to teach or 
suggest generating a plurality of options upon designation of a hyperlink, including at least 
one option for performing the non-linking functionality of automatically copying the 
hyperlink to a second window in a manner that permits the copied hyperlink to be 
independently activated and processed. 

Applicant and Examiner also discussed the Newfield et al. reference in the telephone 
interview. Applicant pointed out the differences between Newfield et al. and the presently 
amended claimed invention. It was noted that the Newfield et al. reference fails to teach or 
suggest visually generating a plurality of individually selectable user options on the visual 
display in response to the designation of a hyperlink. In addition, Applicant noted the failure 
of Newfield et al. to teach or suggest, as required by present claims 29 and 31-33, the non- 
linking functionality of copying any associated graphical elements corresponding to the 
hyperlink to the second window. 

The Examiner acknowledged that Newfield et al. did not disclose such copying of 
associated graphical elements, but asserted that certain web browsers can copy an icon to 
their favorites list when a link is added to the favorites list (Example, "Y" icon for 
Yahoo.com web site). After discussion regarding bookmark technology, Applicant proposed 
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clarifying the present invention by amending the claim to recite "copying any associated 
graphical element embedded in the hyperlink to the second window." The Examiner agreed 
that the proposed amendment with "embedded in the hyperlink" would distinguish the 
presently claimed invention from both the cited prior art and prior bookmark technologies, 
but reserved final judgment in allowability based solely on that distinction until such time as 
a further search is conducted. 

By way of the present Amendment, Applicant has clarified the claimed invention by 
adding the "embedded in the hyperlink" limitation to certain of the claims. Based upon the 
discussions with the Examiner, Applicants presume that subject to the results of a further 
search, the Examiner agrees that claims 28, 29 and 31-33, all of which include the "embedded 
in the hyperlink's limitation" are allowable. 

During the interview, Applicants indicated that additional distinctions between the 
claimed invention and bookmarks technology might be advanced. Toward this end, 
Applicants have amended other claims by limiting the second window to a temporary, 
session-based window into which hyperlinks are copied. As presently claimed, following the 
end of a session, links will not be stored. By contrast, in traditional bookmarks technology, 
when a link is added to the bookmark list, it is immediately stored in the list and must be 
manually deleted from the list for it to be removed. As noted in Newfield et al., bookmarks 
are often too persistent and place an undesirable management burden on the user. The 
presently claimed invention of claims 26-30 and 33, by way of the temporary, session-based 
window of desired links eliminates this burden. Accordingly, it is believed that claims 26-30 
and 33 clearly distinguish over bookmarks technology for this reason. 

It is believed that the above represents a complete response to the Examiner's 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102 and places the present application in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration and an early allowance are requested. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Geoffrey L. Oberhaus 
Registration No. 42,955 
Attorney for Applicants 
DINSMORE & SHOHL LLP 
1900 Chemed Center 
255 East Fifth Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(513) 977-8623 




932303.01 
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SUPPLEME^U 
POWER OF A; 



TION FOR UNITED STATES PATENT APPLICATION, 
;Y, DESIGNATION OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
below next to my name, and that I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an 
original, first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a 
patent is sought on the invention entitled 

— Method for Adding a Plurality of User Selectable Functions to a Hyperlink — 

, as amended, the specification of which was filed on May 4, 2001, as Application Serial No. 09/847,999, Confirmation No. 
7592, and was amended on: 

September 19, 2003; 

December 12, 2003; and 

The Amendment After Allowance filed concurrently herewith. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

In the event that the filing date and/or Application No. are not entered above at the time I execute this document, and 
if such information is deemed necessary, I hereby authorize and request my attorneys/agent(s) at Venable LLP, P.O. Box 
34385, Washington, DC 20043-9998, to insert above the filing date and/or Application No. of said application. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the Patent and Trademark Office all information known to me to be material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56. 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §1 19(e) of any United States Provisional Application 
listed below: 

60/202,029, filed May 4, 2000 
60/283,142, filed April 12, 2001 
60/277,279, filed March 21, 2001 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of any United States application(s), or §365(c) 
of any PCT International application designating the United States of America, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter 
of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT International application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code §1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information 
which is material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56 which became available between 
the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of this application. 

09/594,786, filed June 16, 2000 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119 of any foreign applications) for 
patent, utility model, design or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application(s) for 
patent, utility model, design or inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of the application(s) on which priority is 
claimed: 

NONE 
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Attorney Docket 43799-204796 



I hereby appoint the registered attorneys of VENABLE associated with the following customer number to 
prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 



26694 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



VENABLE is located at 575 7 th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20004-1601. Telephone : (202) 344-4000, Telefax : (202) 
344-8300. Address all correspondence to VENABLE, Post Office Box 34385, Washington, D.C. 20043-9998. 

The undersigned hereby authorizes the U.S. attorneys and agents named herein to accept and follow instructions 
from the undersigned's assignee, if any, and/or, if the undersigned is not a resident of the United States, the undersigned's 
domestic attorney, patent attorney or patent agent, as to any action to be taken in the Patent and Trademark Office regarding 
this application without direct communication between the U.S. attorneys and the undersigned. In the event of a change in 
the person(s) from whom instructions may be taken, the U.S. attorneys or agents named herein will be so notified by the 
undersigned. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under §1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Signature: ^JLtU ^U^CjA^A 

First Joint Inventbr" Gerald W. Ingram 

Citizenship: US 
Residence and Post Office Address: 41 1 Vista Court 





Mount Sterling, KY 40353 



Signature: J ' / ^ -J 

Second Joint Inventor: 1 / Steve Mansfield 
Citizenship: / US 

Residence and Post Office Address: 3280 Snaffle Drive 





Lexington, KY 40513 
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